SLR Walks Coordinator’s Report for AGM, October 2016

It has been another year of very enjoyable and varied walks, thanks to all our leaders who have devoted so much thought, time and effort to the preparation and leading of their walks. 

Collectively, since the last AGM, we have produced a programme of 22 Sunday walks, 12 medium Thursday walks and 10 short Thursday walks – by my calculation a total of around 300 miles of walks – not counting the Christmas Lunch walks, the New Year’s Day walk, the summer coach outing to Salisbury and the associated walks, and the St. Ives weekend – altogether, yet again, some considerable achievement.

We have walked in countryside around Bristol and Bath, in the Cotswolds, the Mendips, the Wye Valley, Wales, the Severn Valley, together with city walks in Bristol and Bath. 

Last winter’s extremely wet weather brought its own difficulties but, despite this, only one walk had to be abandoned due to flooding and waterlogged conditions. On the other hand, our present glorious autumn has proved very adequate compensation for all last winter’s wind and rain. 

Numbers of walkers continue to vary, 4 being the least (I think I get the wooden spoon again for my very soggy walk across to Abbots Leigh on 10th January – shared with 3 hardy souls); the largest number may have been on either John G’s walk from Littleton-on-Severn in May or David L’s Birthday walk in August – supported by his daughter Hazel. 

We shall, of course, miss Neville, not least on walks and leading walks, but we understand that he is already getting well 'stuck in' in his new local group – but he is, apparently, already missing our hills! 

My and our special thanks must, yet again, go to Don for ensuring that the short walks programme continues, but please don’t leave it all to him. We badly need more leaders for short walks. 

Several leaders are currently unable to lead due to health problems – I’m sure you would all wish them a steady return to good health and to walking – and, so, there is an increased need for others to put themselves forward. 

As last year, I appeal especially to our newer members to, please, consider leading a walk or two, suitable to your experience. Perhaps think about pairing up with a friend to lead a walk jointly. 

I hope all of you will continue to support our walks programme by joining walks and leading. The walks programme is only as good as we all make it. 

Happy walking to you all. 
Margaret Ruse

