Rosanne Carwardine’s SLR Coordinator’s Report for Thursday walks for AGM OCT 30TH 2015

1)Firstly, I would like to thank Margaret Ruse for her able and consistent support to me from Oct 2014 right up to the  second half of this year. It has been greatly appreciated. It is good to be joining everyone again for the medium and short walks – and maybe for the long ones too, eventually. 

2) The area of walks from Oct 2014 -15 has been varied and interesting overall, including a trip led by Jenny Dennett using free public transport for bus pass users from Cribbs Causeway bus station to Chepstow on a bleak day in February.  This incorporated a short walk, a visit to the interesting museum and town, and a very enjoyable lunch stop. It was fun and a novelty for everyone.  

It might be useful to think about doing something similar again, in the summer months when the walking would be more viable and the Castle open. Suggestions for visits to other places suitable for short walks by bus, are most welcome.

3) My sincere thanks to everyone who led the medium and short walks, and to all who came on them. Fortunately there were no gaps in our programme as I was able to fill in for Sept 24th. However, I am aware that it is the same leaders who offer for the short walks, and it would be so good if some new members might cut their teeth on leading a short walk initially. It is a good place to start and to gain experience. Both Margaret and I are here to help and support new leaders, as is David Hayes who has OS. Maps for most of the common areas walked.

4) The numbers of walkers for medium walks has been on average 8-9, with only 4 for two walks, one of which was a substitute walk due to predicted poor weather, conducted in what became ultimately solid rain. However, Don and his intrepids reportedly still enjoyed watery views from Burrington and felt it was all worth the effort! The other walk was, unfortunately, very similar in area to a short walk only 2 months previously, (something to avoid if possible) which some medium walkers had attended, and was led by a newcomer. 

It is important to support new leaders as much as possible.

Numbers on the short walks have ranged from 10-16, averaging out at 12, with, generally, different attendees on the 2.5-3 miles and the 4 miles. The latter tend to also walk on some of the 5.5. walks.

5) Date error noted on the back of the current programme ‘For your Diary Jan-June 2016’: 7th and 21st April should read 14th and 28th April. Please accept our apologies for this unseen error and amend on your programme accordingly. 

6) I would like to reiterate my own thanks to Davina with the programme and her sustained support for the club.  She made strenuous efforts to join us for the pub lunch at Oldbury-on-Severn recently but sadly was let down by a puncture in her driver’s tyre! 

7) Lastly, please help us to completely fill the walks programme from Jan-June 2016, and my best wishes to everyone for some very enjoyable walking! 

