Stoke Lodge Ramblers

Minutes of 32nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held at Highgrove Church, Sea Mills on Saturday 25th October, 2014
	Present:
	Chairman 
	Neville Brewis

	
	Treasurer
	Sue Hazelden

	
	Committee
	Dick Dennett

	
	
	Ian Hopley

	
	
	Rosanne Carwardine

	
	
	Pam Porter

	
	
	Helen Palmer – minute-taker in Margaret Ruse’s absence

	
	
	Chris Budd

	
	
	


There was an attendance of 40  members (+ 8 Committee Members).
1) Apologies were received from: Maragret Ruse (Secretary); Bob Murphy, Joyce Mobbs, Celia Davies, John Andrews, Pat Teesdale, Gordon and Jean Clarke, Alison Ranken, Cyril Crepin, John and Claire Jarrett, Christine Webb, Reg & Marion Biles, Duncan Pepper, Dorothy Nunn, Malcolm and Beryl Read, Pat Mannell, Mike Nelson, Valerie Farrow, David & Margaret McGregor, Alison Shaw, Nick & Cheryl Ayres, Nancy Green, John & Marjory Salisbury, Chris Tellem.
2)  The minutes of the 31st AGM held on 26th October 2013 were read, approved, and signed as a true record.
Proposer: Sue Hazelden   Seconder: Helen Palmer.  There were no matters arising.
6)  Secretary’s Report (Margaret Ruse).  This was read out by Neville in Margaret’s absence.

Margaret will take over the management of the walks programme while Rosanne is unwell and thanked Don Walter and Wendy Wise for ‘standing in’ at the Walks table tonight.  She encourages all members to think of leading walks and putting their names down for a slot in the programme, and thanked those who did, without whom there would be no club.
3)  Chairman's Report (Neville Brewis).  (The presentation can be viewed on the website: http://stokelodgeramblers.wordpress.com – on the Newsletter page.)
The Chairman’s report took the form of a presentation of the year as recorded in PowerPoint slides and photographs, recalling:
· The social events: the Xmas walks & lunch, organised by Wendy & Gordon Wise, at a Mecure hotel, Winterbourne, which catered for our large numbers; the New Year’s Day walks & lunch at The Swan, Tytherington, organised by Helen Palmer & Chris Budd, in a torrential downpour; the March social event organised by  Rosanne Cawardine, speaker Mandy Leivers who is the Avon Gorge and Downs Biodiversity Education Officer followed by an American supper; the Summer Outing to Ludlow organised by Davina MacRae; the Weekend Away at Lulworth Cove organised by Neville Brewis.
Neville thanked the organisers of these events for their sterling efforts.

· The walks.  Pictures taken on many of the Sunday and Thursday walks underlined the extraordinarily wet winter of 2013/4 and the brighter spring and summer.  They included walks organised by first-time leaders Helen Palmer x1 and Sue O’Hara & Liz Hall x2!
· 2 pictures showed where the club’s Kissing Gate is currently (near the Rag Well at Compton Martin), and where it will be transferred.  A plaque stating ‘To commemorate Stoke Lodge Ramblers’ (Bristol) Thirty Years Anniversary” (or something similar) is to be put in place soon.

· In particular, David McGregor’s Waterfalls walk was mentioned as being quite stunning and well worth the 8.30 am start.
· A special mention for John Hollyman’s walk to Barry, where ‘irresponsible’ members were chased off a ‘climbing wall’ by the police for using it before it was officially ‘open’!
Neville welcomed the new members who have joined since the last AGM: Toby O’Hara, Roger Harvey, Robert Murphy, Caroline Maskew, Tony Johnson, Helen Gamsa, Wynel Rees, Rosemary Gwyn and Alison Shaw.  There are currently 124 members.
The current Committee were thanked for their work and contributions to the life of the club.  Dick Dennett and Ian Hopley are standing down as of this AGM – presentations to follow.
Neville thanked David Hayes for running the workshop over the winter for new leaders, with an input from Don Walter.  11 people attended 
As a result of the workshop: 

·  3 members have led walks for the first time 

· several members who were there to increase their confidence and to learn new ideas, are continuing to lead with greater enthusiasm

· we had a St John’s Ambulance First Aid training event in July arranged by Janet Thomas and Sara Wilmott
· OS maps have been purchased and housed with David Hayes for use by club members when leading walks.
On a sad note, Neville mentioned that a walker (a 68 year old lady) had slipped to her death on the coastal path near Lulworth Cove the day after we had left the area.  We had been fortunate with the weather which changed as we left to torrential rain.  Neville has sent a card of condolence on behalf of the club to the Lulworth hotel HF staff, the 3 leaders and the Amersham Ramblers walking club to whom the lady belonged.
Future activities:

· Xmas lunch & walks, 11th December, £15, FROMEBRIDGE MILL at Whitminster, organiser Dick Dennett

· New Year’s Day walks & lunch – request for organisers please

(LATER Now to be organised by Chris Budd and Helen Palmer)

· Spring Social FRIDAY, 27th March at Kings Western House for tour and talk followed by an American supper, organiser Sue Hazelden
· Summer Outing, Sunday 14th June (tbc) – request for organisers, or someone to ‘front it’ please

· Annual weekend away, Friday 9th – Monday 12th October, 2015,  at HF Haytor on Dartmoor  cost approx. £275 – £285 pp, organiser Neville Brewis
On grounds of the work involved and the cost, it has been decided to reduce the newsletter to 2 hard copies sent out each year (Summer & Winter) and 2 briefer electronic copies (Spring & Autumn) to be posted on the club’s website.
Club’s bank account: it has been arranged that transfers can be made electronically for payment of subs and events.
Neville presented Dick Dennett and Ian Hopley with bottles of wine to thank them for their many years of service on the committee, and their help and support generally to the club.

Neville presented Davina MacRae with a house plant to thank her for her editorship of the newsletter and commented on how much she had enlivened its appearance.  Felicity Brewis has kindly agreed to be the new editor.

There were no questions and the report was duly accepted.

4)  Treasurer’s Report (Sue Hazelden)  The audited accounts for 2013-14 were tabled, audited and signed by Gill Carter, our Honorary Auditor.
Adoption of the accounts: 
Proposed by Neville Brewis; 
Seconded by Helen Palmer .
5)  Auditor’s Report  (Gill Carter).
Gill gave a very positive endorsement of Sue Hazelden’s report and accounts.

7)  Election of Committee Members.
Dick Dennett & Ian Hopley having stepped down there were 2 vacant places on the Committee.
Nominations had been received as follows:

Liz Hall

Proposer: Rosanne Carwardine
Seconder: Neville Brewis.
Lorna Renshaw     
Proposer: Rosanne Carwardine 
Seconder: Neville Brewis.

The above nominees were duly elected with no objection from those present.

Neville proposed that the remaining Committee should be re-elected en bloc. This was approved by the meeting with no objections.
8)  Appointment of Honorary Auditor


Gill Carter
Proposer: Neville Brewis
Seconder:  Helen Palmer

Gill was duly elected for a further year.
9)  Club Holidays – covered in the Chairman’s report

10)  A.O.B. 

a) June Hall wished to advertise a Xmas Market at Bristol Grammar School on Saturday 29th November, 10.30 – 4, in aid of St Peter’s Hospice

b) Don Walter suggested that the Short Walks should be renamed ‘Strolls’ – they are gentle walks at a gentle pace, and include a Pub lunch.
c) Sue Hazelden reminded us that most walking outlets in Bristol offer discount to SLR members.
The Meeting closed at 8.40 pm, with thanks to Sue and Paul Hazelden for hosting the AGM in their church.  An American supper followed. 
Helen Palmer 
(in the absence of Margaret Ruse, Secretary)
27th October 2014.
